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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

BRICS National Security Advisers convened in New Delhi from June 22-23. The 

meeting, chaired by India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, was attended by 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Russian Security Council Secretary Sergey Shoigu, 

Iran’s Deputy Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council Ghadir 

Nezamipour, and officials from other BRICS nations. The theme of discussions were 

‘Non-traditional security challenges confronting the world today,’ focusing on the 

swift evolution of national security threats and the role of new technologies in 

emerging risks. The discussion also included cybersecurity, digital vulnerabilities, and 

AI-driven threats. The war in West Asia was also one of the main topic of the 

discussion, as reported by Chinese and Iranian press releases.  

With the rise of new types of non-conventional threats used by both state and non-state actors, 

BRICS’ initiative to address these issues is a crucial move to reduce vulnerabilities and advance 

towards creating a multilateral cooperative framework to tackle them.  

On his first international visit, the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Tariq Rehman, 

travelled to Malaysia from June 21-22. In his meeting with Malaysian Prime Minister 

Anwar Ibrahim, Prime Minister Tarique Rahman called for the reopening of 

Malaysia’s labour market, faster negotiations on a bilateral free trade agreement, and 

backing for Bangladesh’s application to join RCEP. As per the Joint Statement, the two 

sides engaged in discussions about cooperation in regional and multilateral concerns, 

defence and security, education, trade, and the digital economy. They also entered 

into an agreement to work together on counter-terrorism research and building 

capabilities.  

Bangladesh, under the BNP government led by Tariq Rehman, is endeavouring to bolster its 

bilateral relations with ASEAN, prioritising economic dividends and market diversification.  

Other Developments 

Nepal remains on FATF grey list, asked to strengthen anti-money laundering 

measures  

Bangladesh issues countrywide alert fearing unrest on anniversary of Sheikh Hasina’s 

Awami League 

 

 

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases?dtl/41341/BRICS_National_Security_Advisers_Meeting_Under_Indias_Chairship_2223_June_2026
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/brics-national-security-advisers-meeting-begins-in-new-delhi20260623103432/
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/brics-nsa-meet-china-draws-lessons-iran-war-tehran-seeks-stand-state-terrorism
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/413284/bangladesh-malaysia-pms-hold-bilateral-talks
https://mofa.gov.bd/pages/static-pages/6a38c13d250b7d49f7e24b07
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/91crgxjxhu
https://thehimalayantimes.com/business/nepal-remains-on-fatf-grey-list-asked-to-strengthen-anti-money-laundering-measures
https://thehimalayantimes.com/business/nepal-remains-on-fatf-grey-list-asked-to-strengthen-anti-money-laundering-measures
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bangladesh-issues-countrywide-alert-fearing-unrest-on-anniversary-of-sheikh-hasinas-awami-league/article71127415.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bangladesh-issues-countrywide-alert-fearing-unrest-on-anniversary-of-sheikh-hasinas-awami-league/article71127415.ece
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Southeast Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The ASEAN–Russia Commemorative Summit was held in Kazan on June 17–18, 

marking 35 years of relations and 30 years of dialogue partnership. Leaders from 10 

of ASEAN’s 11 member states and Russian President Vladimir Putin pledged to 

expand trade, energy, and security cooperation. The summit’s agenda included 

exchanging views on global and regional issues, reviewing efforts to develop Russia-

ASEAN ties and discussing areas and tasks for future cooperation. During the 

summit, the two sides adopted a number of outcome documents, including the Kazan 

Declaration 2026, which pledged to expand cooperation across a host of different 

fronts, based on a “common aspiration” for “a just multipolar world as guided by 

international law and the principles of the U.N. Charter.” The two sides also adopted 

the ASEAN-Russia Comprehensive Plan of Action 2026-2030, which will serve as a 

“guiding document” for future engagement between the regional bloc and Moscow. 

The ASEAN–Russia Summit in Kazan highlighted Moscow’s pivot to Asia, with energy 

security and cultural diplomacy framing a partnership that seeks to balance ASEAN’s ties 

among major powers while reinforcing ASEAN Centrality through a legally anchored roadmap 

to 2030. 

On June 22, in an interview with Strait Times, Foreign Secretary of Philippines, Maria 

Theresa Lazaro underscored that amid rising instability in West Asia, advancing the 

South China Sea Code of Conduct (COC) remains a critical priority for ASEAN under 

the Philippines’ chairmanship. She remarked, “We don’t want to have a situation such 

as the Strait of Hormuz—with those choke points. I think the whole world will 

appreciate it if we can come up with this Code of Conduct. This is ASEAN’s gift to the 

world.” Since assuming the chairmanship in January, Manila has made completing 

the COC by 2026 a central objective. Lazaro has consistently emphasized that the 

agreement must be legally binding, explicitly anchored in the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

Her statement regarding the Strait of Hormuz highlights a broader concern within ASEAN: 

that disruptions far beyond Southeast Asia can quickly threaten the region’s trade and energy 

security. 

Other Developments 

Summer Davos 2026: Energy transition in the spotlight: The importance of storage 

Throne dispute in Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan halts rulers’ conference, Aug 1 state 

polls in doubt 

https://apnews.com/article/russia-putin-asean-summit-kazan-591ec0a864ccbae794a619369b8477a3
https://asean.org/kazan-declaration-2026-asean-russian-federation-unity-in-diversity-35-years-together/
https://asean.org/kazan-declaration-2026-asean-russian-federation-unity-in-diversity-35-years-together/
https://asean.org/comprehensive-plan-of-action-to-implement-asean-russian-federation-strategic-partnership-2026-2030/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/aseans-gift-to-the-world-hormuz-crisis-sharpens-philippines-push-for-south-china-sea-code?ref=top-stories
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2026-06-24/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDkxMjA1/index.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-malay-rulers-postpone-conference-unclear-if-negeri-sembilans-state-polls-can-proceed?ref=asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-malay-rulers-postpone-conference-unclear-if-negeri-sembilans-state-polls-can-proceed?ref=asia
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West Asia  
by 

Sanket Joshi 

A high-level dialogue between the U.S. and Iran was mediated by Pakistan and Qatar 

in Switzerland on June 21-22. Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif announced 

that Washington and Tehran had "agreed on a roadmap toward an agreement within 

60 days" and the establishment of a high-level political oversight committee. Four 

technical working groups began discussions, on sanctions termination, nuclear affairs, 

Iran reconstruction and economic development, monitoring and implementation.  

According to reports, U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance claimed that Iran had agreed to 

allow IAEA inspectors back into the country for nuclear site inspections. However, 

the Iranian Foreign Ministry rejected such reports, stating that there are no plans for 

IAEA inspectors to visit Iran's nuclear sites. 

Following the U.S.-Iran Memorandum of Understanding, the 'Lake Lucerne Summit' paved 

the way for a structured diplomatic process, including fixed timelines and technical working 

groups. West Asia's future depends largely on the outcome of these talks in the next 60 days.  

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio is visiting the UAE, Kuwait, and Bahrain from 

June 23 to discuss the key terms of the Iran MoU with regional allies. He is scheduled 

to meet the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in Bahrain to discuss shared priorities 

across the region, including full and free safe transit through the Strait of Hormuz.     

Secretary Marco Rubio’s visit to the Middle East comes as the U.S. seeks to address Gulf Arab 

countries’ concerns about excessive concessions that could embolden Iran and reshape the 

regional security balance.  

Other Developments    

The Full Text of the Memorandum of Understanding between the United States and 

Iran 

More vessels transit Hormuz, Qatar-linked LNG tankers return, data show 

New Lebanon-Israel talks begin in shadow of US-Iran deal 

‘What ceasefire?’ In northern Israel, locals doubt an agreement can end the war with 

Hezbollah 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/CMShehbaz/status/2068983089729003772
https://www.timesofisrael.com/contradicting-vance-iran-says-no-plans-for-iaea-inspections-of-damaged-nuclear-sites/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/contradicting-vance-iran-says-no-plans-for-iaea-inspections-of-damaged-nuclear-sites/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/rubio-faces-tough-task-selling-iran-reset-wary-gulf-allies-2026-06-23/
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/memorandum-of-understanding-between-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/memorandum-of-understanding-between-the-united-states-of-america-and-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/more-vessels-transit-hormuz-qatar-linked-lng-tankers-return-data-show-2026-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/new-lebanon-israel-talks-begin-shadow-us-iran-deal-2026-06-23/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/23/middleeast/israel-lebanon-ceasefire-hezbollah-intl
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/23/middleeast/israel-lebanon-ceasefire-hezbollah-intl
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Central Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 
In a short, but highly significant visit, the President of Turkmenistan Serdar 

Berdimuhamedov was received by Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev in Baku on June 

22. Following a closed door, one-on-one meeting, a ceremony for the exchange of 

documents signed was held where the two leaders exchanged a variety of agreements 

such as the joint statement, various agreements for mutual trade, and cooperation in 

healthcare. The joint statement highlighted an agreement to streamline “technical 

specifications” concerning the movement of goods and vehicles between the two 

countries, and another to harmonize “customs statistics of mutual trade.” Additional 

agreements covered cooperation in such spheres as energy, industry, agriculture, 

banking and labour migration. The two leaders also issued instructions to empower 

an intergovernmental commission, which is now scheduled to meet in July in 

Ashgabat, to implement the Baku agreements. 

The visit of Turkmen President Berdimuhamedov is far more than a routine diplomatic event, 

it reflects the profound transformation of relations between the two nations, which in recent 

years have evolved from rivalry into a full-fledged strategic partnership. 

On June 23, Kazakhstan’s President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev held talks with 

European Council President António Costa and European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen, focusing on strengthening Kazakhstan-EU strategic 

partnership in trade, investment, transport connectivity, and energy cooperation. The 

meeting covered key areas including critical raw materials, transport and logistics, 

digital transformation, energy cooperation, and climate policy. The officials also 

reviewed prospects for expanding cooperation under the Enhanced Partnership and 

Cooperation Agreement (EPCA) and the EU’s Global Gateway strategy. Following the 

talks, the officials adopted a joint statement reaffirming the strategic nature of 

Kazakhstan-EU relations and their commitment to expanding cooperation across 

multiple sectors. Both sides stressed the importance of transport connectivity, energy 

security, and resilient supply chains, and confirmed continued cooperation under the 

EPCA framework. They agreed to improve the investment climate while expanding 

cooperation in critical raw materials, energy, transport, digitalisation, and new 

technologies.  

The joint statement highlighted the strategic role of the Trans-Caspian International Transport 

Route, known as the Middle Corridor giving Kazakhstan a central role in Europe’s transport 

policy for Central Asia, and offers an alternative to the northern route through Russia.  

 

https://azertag.az/en/xeber/official_welcome_ceremony_held_in_baku_for_president_of_turkmenistan_serdar_berdimuhamedov_video-4275871
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/official_welcome_ceremony_held_in_baku_for_president_of_turkmenistan_serdar_berdimuhamedov_video-4275871
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/azerbaijan_and_turkmenistan_exchanged_documents_signed_video-4276415
https://azertag.az/en/xeber/azerbaijan_and_turkmenistan_exchanged_documents_signed_video-4276415
https://astanatimes.com/2026/06/tokayev-eu-leaders-hold-talks-in-brussels-adopt-joint-statement/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_26_1436
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Other Developments 

Kazakhstan enters rare earths, minerals race as China alternative 

Kazakh and Chinese officials sign protocol on nuclear energy cooperation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/business/materials/kazakhstan-enters-rare-earths-minerals-race-as-china-alternative
https://eurasianet.org/kazakh-and-chinese-officials-sign-protocol-on-nuclear-energy-cooperation
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Indian Ocean Region 
by 

Divya Rai 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi commissioned three frontline platforms – INS 

Dunagiri, an advanced stealth frigate; INS Sanshodhak, a survey vessel (large); and 

INS Agray, an anti-submarine warfare shallow watercraft – into the Indian Navy in 

Kolkata, West Bengal, on June 21, 2026. The three ships represent three different 

operational pillars of the Indian Navy — surface warfare, maritime survey, and anti-

submarine warfare. All three vessels were designed by the Navy's Warship Design 

Bureau and built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata. Two 

more Project 17A frigates, INS Mahendragiri and INS Vindhyagiri, will be 

commissioned in July. The three platforms demonstrate the growing maturity of 

India’s shipbuilding ecosystem, with indigenous content exceeding 75 per cent. Their 

construction involved extensive participation by Indian industry, including more 

than 200 MSMEs, and generated substantial direct and indirect employment. 

The tri-commissioning of INS Dunagiri, INS Sanshodhak, and INS Agray demonstrate India’s 

defence-industrial ecosystem. It highlights the collaborative efforts of the Government of India, 

the Indian Navy, public sector shipyards, private industry and MSMEs in advancing the 

objectives of Aatmanirbhar Bharat and strengthening India’s maritime capabilities. 

Commander of U.S. Pacific Air Forces general Kevin Schneider arrived in Sri Lanka 

today to begin a three-day visit that reflects the growing strength of the U.S.-Sri 

Lanka defense partnership. During his visit from June 21-24, General Schneider 

met with senior Sri Lankan government and defense leaders, 

including leadership from the Ministry of Defense and the Sri Lanka Air Force. Their 

discussions were focused on expanded cooperation across air and maritime domain 

awareness, cybersecurity, disaster response, and regional security. General 

Schneider’s visit is the latest milestone in an expanding bilateral relationship built on 

joint exercises, military exchanges, and consistent senior-level dialogue. The United 

States recognises Sri Lanka as an essential partner in the collective effort to preserve 

peace, security, and prosperity across the region. During his visit, U.S. Assistant 

Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Paul Kapur announced that the 

United States will provide Fleet Broadband satellite communications technology to 

the Sri Lanka Navy, strengthening maritime connectivity along some of the world’s 

busiest shipping routes.  

Sri Lanka’s irreplaceable geography – sitting astride some of the world's busiest sea lanes – has 

significantly expanded their maritime security and defence partnership. This growing 

collaboration also focuses on countering growing regional influence, particularly China's, and 

securing vital shipping routes through the Indian Ocean. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2276104&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/indian-navy-commission-two-more-indigenous-warships-ins-mahendragiri-ins-malvan-july-fleet-expansion-push-2931729-2026-06-22
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/indian-navy-commission-two-more-indigenous-warships-ins-mahendragiri-ins-malvan-july-fleet-expansion-push-2931729-2026-06-22
https://lk.usembassy.gov/commander-of-u-s-pacific-air-forces-arrives-in-sri-lanka/
https://lk.usembassy.gov/us-delivers-advanced-satellite-communications-system-across-sl-navy-offshore-patrol-fleet/
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Other Development  

INS Tarkash arrived at Port Louis, Mauritius, during her ongoing operational 

deployment to the South West Indian Ocean Region 

INS Udaygiri and INS Kavaratti both arrived at Nha Rong Port, Ho Chi Minh City, 

Vietnam, during their operational deployment to the Southeast Asia region 

 
 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2276299&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2276299&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2277010&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2277010&reg=48&lang=1
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